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Draft Finance Bill (4.11.21), please note that the MGETR claims enhancement, which starts 27.10.21, is for 
new exhibitions only which begin after that date and cannot be claimed for exhibitions already in production.

EXPENDITURE RELATED TO DORMANT AND ABANDONED EXHIBITIONS CAN BE CLAIMED



















FINDINGS

• Benefit cannot be underestimated
• Small but increasing no. of claims
• MGETR no. of claims fell by 12.5% in 20/22 (overall 

CITR rose by 17%)
• Only 23% of eligible orgs claiming (19/20)
• Smaller but more claims (49% are under £25k 20/21)
• Larger institution receive the largest % of MGETR

RECOMMENDATIONS

RETAIN MGETR AFTER 2022

USE SECTOR EVIDENCE

ENSURE ALIGNMENT WITH 
HM GOV AGENDAS



FINDINGS

• Relationship to accountant is critical
• Orgs develop their own internal logic to self-certify
• Some accountants learning ‘on the job’ and charging
• Some good accountants with CITR and MGETR 

competency
• A first claim takes time

RECOMMENDATIONS

FOCUS SUPPORT ON SMALL/MEDIUM 
ORGS INTO CLAIMING

CHECKLIST OF QUESTIONS WHEN 
APPOINTING

DEVELOP ‘PREFERRED LIST’ WITH 
SECTOR RECOMMENDATION

ENABLE ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND’S 
ACCOUNTANCY ‘HOTLINE’ SUPPORT 
PACKAGE



FINDINGS

• Include digital exhibition production as eligible
• Sector is committed to digital production and 

distribution
• Blended or exclusive digital exhibition now common
• Commissioning ‘born digital’ works
• Wider demographic and geographic audiences
• Sector’s technology infrastructure and skillset need 

evolving

RECOMMENDATIONS

DIGITAL EXHIBITION PRODUCTION 
AS ELIGIBLE

DEFINITION OF DIGITAL EXHIBITION 
(NOT MARKETING OR CORPORATE)

MAKE CASE FOR ELIGIBLITY 
SUPPORTING UK  AS CREATIVE 
INDUSTRY GLOBAL LEADER



FINDINGS

• Broader range of ‘activity type’ of eligible org – artist 
studios, festivals, sculpture parks, crafts/designer

• Temporary space use can be used as exhibition 
venue

• Continued support for smaller orgs – they tend to 
deliver Levelling Up agendas

• Impact on audiences required
• Misunderstanding of ‘gateway’ eligibility criteria 

preventing uptake

RECOMMENDATIONS

FIND FINANCIAL MECHANISMS TO 
RETAIN MGETR SECTOR SUPPORT

CONTINUE COLLABORATION WITH 
HMRC

CONTINUE ACTION RESEARCH/PEER-
LEARNING APPROACH

IDENTIFY ‘ACTIVITY TYPE’ INCLUDE 
L.A GALLERIES; ARTIST STUDIOS 
AND ENCOURAGE CLAIMS



FINDINGS

• MGETR returns are unrestricted, used at ‘pinch 
points’ and built into projected cashflow

• Brings resources for R&D and innovation
• Used to expand the scope of exhibition
• Used to mitigate ineligible activity ie digital
• Use to invest in education and outreach 
• Match for fundraising
• Offsets loss in philanthropic giving/earned income 

generation (due to covid)
• Generosity in sector, sharing knowledge
• Higher rate of return on touring – not proven
• Activity ineligibility (live art, digital etc) inhibits 

contemporary production
• Other CI TR are being used (Theatre + Film) to claim

RECOMMENDATIONS

COMMIT TO ANNUAL DATA 
GATHERING (GRANULAR)

ENSURE EVIDENCE IS SHARED WITH 
THE SECTOR TO ENHANCE UPTAKE 
AND  ‘INNOVATION’

ESTABLISH LONGITUDINAL STUDY 
WITH ACADEMIC PARTNER TO 
SHOW PATTERNS AND TRENDS

EXPLORE AWARENESS-RAISING OF 
CITR TO MITIGATE INELIGIBILITY 
(DIGITAL, THEATRE ETC)



FOR DISCUSSION MGETR - RETAINING MOMENTUM, INCREASING UPTAKE, SUPPORTING INNOVATION 2021-24

• Evidence Gathering 

• Model for investment into sector support that explores options for direct 
contribution from the sector.

•develop a longitudinal programme of evidence-gathering on the impact of the tax relief in relation to its core 
objectives, and in addition to agreed research questions relating to social, economic or political impacts

•optimise MGETR uptake, targeting outreach to small/medium size organisations using YVAN data on organisations with 
high probability of eligibility

•ensure ACE funded MGETR finance ‘hotline’ has maximum use by the sector, including currently non-claiming 
organisations

•continue sector-support programme of webinars, case studies and development of peer-led activity particularly 
exploring digital, live art and other activities that fall within CI TR other than MGETR

•make the case for digital exhibition production as MGETR enhancement.



Has anyone for sharing??……A LENDING AND ASSIGNMENT 
AGREEMENT to show recharging between the LA to the 
subsidiary company.



https://www.yvan.org.uk/mgetr




